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1931 Reo Royale 8-35 Convertible Coupe

Six million dollars had been
budgeted for the Royale’s develop-
ment—money well spent in the view
of the Royale owners in this port-
folio. “'The finely detailed engine
compartment is a joy in itself,” says
Ray Miller. “The long hood,
sculptured fenders, the streamlined
design . . . a beautiful Classic,”
comments Jim Callahan. Jim's 1933
Sedan is the only Classic Royale to
feature the **Self-Shifter,” which Reo
introduced that year as America’s
first production automatic trans-
mission of the Classic Era. The
system was entirely workable, if not
especially fast in doing its job,

With price tags in the $2,500 range,
the Royale should have been a run-
away best seller. But at Reo red ink
was everywhere, and the company
was torn by internal strife. In a few
years, automobile production would
be discontinued to focus all energy
on truck manufacture. Royale

roduction had been limited. Just

rty-nine convertibles were built:
Gregg Whitney’s ‘31, which was
once owned by Universal Studios, is
one of only a handful extant; Ray
Miller's ‘32 likewise,

Oumer: Gregg Whitney of Orangeoale, California

1933 Reo Royale N-1 Sedan Ouomer: Jim Callahan of Oakland, California
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Records from 1931 indicate the
preduction of three Royales with
Dietrich bodies. Alden Thomas' is the
only one remaining: I watched it
being built, At the time | was in my
junior year at the University of
Michigan. | had been a member of
the Reo family since birth because of
my good fortune to have the vice
president of engineering as my
father. There just can’t be a better car
than my Royale. Being able to acquire
it eight years ago was ‘the impossible
dream’ come true."’

Walter Sprague’s ‘31 Sedan has a
sentimental history as well,
Reacquired by the company in the
fifties and with the Diamond Reo
emblem added to the hubcaps, the
car was used for display at the
Lansing plant and for V.LP. chauf-
feuring until 1975 and the Diamond
Reo bankruptcy auction. Walter was
high bidder—and thus, in addition to
owning a coveted Royale, has the
distinction of possessing the last Reo
passenger car ever sold by the
factory.

1931 Reo Royale 8-35 Sedan

Crumer: Walter Sprague of Portland, Michigan
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