Prior to the First World War,
Peerless was one of the celebrated
““Three P's"" {with Packard and
Pierce-Arrow), marques the very
mention of whose names connoted
unabashed luxury. “'All that the
name implies” was the Peerless
slogan, By the dawn of the Classic
Era, however, the Cleveland, Ohio
company’s star had begun to dim.
Entry into the popular-priced field
diluted the marque’s prestige image,
and managerial changes were so
frequent that the company might
have been well advised to install a

revelving door to the executive suite.

Matters took a turn for the better

when Alexis de Sakk ky (the

with a V-16; the Aluminum Company
of America (Alcoa), which earlier had
collaborated on all-aluminum
coachwork development, asked to
join the effort. Early in 1929 former
Marmun vice president James A,
became the new Peerless

Russian-born designer later respon-
sible for Packard styling innovations
among others) was hired to design
the 1930 line. But the new Peerless
was introduced as Wall Street
crashed. The company that had not
been able to capitalize during the
boom years was ill-equipped to cope
in an economy gone bust.

To the everlasting credit of the
marque, Peerless exited with bravura.
Project XD had begun in 1927, when
rumors spread of multi-cylinder
development by Cadillac and
Marmon, Anxious not to be left
behind, Peerless began experimenting
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president. Work on Project XDt
acoclerated. The -Ivih'.ﬁ-\'ublc-inuh V-16
engine was bench tested at 170+ hp
Aluminum was also used extensively
in the 145-inch chassis. Enlisted to
design the coachwork was Franklin
Q Hershey, the twenty-two-year-old

designer of the Walter M. Murphy
Company of Pasadena, California,
The magnificent car on these pages
was the result,

Taken to Muroc Dry Lake, the
Peerless V-16 tested at over 100 mph.
At little more than 4,000 pounds, the
new car promised to be a svelte
challenger to the new sixteen-cylinder
meodels from Marmon (5,360 pounds)
and Cadillac {nearly three tons). But
in Cleveland a cold look at reality
had been taken. Peerless sales were
less than a quarter of pre-crash
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