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The face of Alvin Zamba's 1932 Buick Series 90 Sport Phaeton, photo by Charles Vitter

Neither the fellow who founded Buick nor the man responsible for its early success were with
the company when the Classic Era began. Genesis for the marque had been 1903 when David
Dunbar Buick—who had previously invented a method of affbang porcelain to cast iron, thus
giving America the white bathtub—became bored with plumbmg ilxtures and built an
automobile. An inveterate tinkerer, Buick was a ¢ bad b Enter William
Crapo Durant, an and super sal who enjoyed tinkering in big business.
Under Durant, Buick fmlunu; soared and in 1908 Billy parlayed the Buick Motor Car Company
into a brand-new corporation called General Motors. The pace in Flint was too fast for David
Buick, who left the company that year. The pace Billy Durant set for General Motors was too
fast, and reckless, for the banking community—and Durant was booted out of the corporation
by 1912. Billy got General Motors back, spectacularly, by organizing another firm (Chevrolet)
and quietly [buying up GM stock, but by late 1920 was forced out of the corporation for the
second, and final, time. Alfred P. Sloan, Jr. picked up the GM pieces and recognized Buick as
the ““vital link” in the empire Durant had built. Billy himself had always referred to the Buick
as “‘my number one baby." Except for the lamentable styling dec sion that made the 1929
models appear enceinte—the cars would ever after be known as the “pregnant Buicks''—the
company seemed not to do anything wrong during the twenties. In 1931 Buick bragged in
advertisements that it was the “First Large Producer to Adopt Eight Cylinder Engines
Exclusively.” Among the new Buick straight eights was an exciting series numbered 90. . . .




Prior to production of its 1931 line,
Buick tested its front axles for over
900,000 miles, the rear axles for
mearly as much, with testing miles in
the hundreds of thousands as well
we three-speed synchromesh
ransmission, clutches,
mes and bodies. The compa
mted to make certain that th
of the car was worthy of its n
engine. Like all units from Davi
Buick's first twin in 1903, the straight
eights were overhead valve, or
“‘valve in head," as the company
preferred. Powering the top-of-the-
line Series 90 was the largest,
displacing 344 cubic inches and
developing 104 hp at Z800 rpm. An
mperature regulator to cool the
engine at high speeds and warm it in
cold weather was featured, as were
y-controlled radiator

aution paid off. “It's a big
ight say over.
like most ics,” says Bud
Hicks of the 1931 Convertible Coupe
he and Judie have owned for eight
years. This particular body st
id-season addition to Se

1,066 were sold by the cnd of
the model year,

1931 Buick Series 90 Model 96C Convertible Coupe
Oumers: Bud & Judie Hicks of Marshall, Michigan




The Series %) increased in wheel-
base from 132 to 134 inches in 1932
An adjustable shock absorber
was new (used this
amusingly-named V
was a vacuum-operated clutch which
enabled the driver to shift from
second to third by pushing a button
on the floor.

A brand-new body style offering
for "32 was the dose-coupled Club
Sedan. “Only 2,237 were built and
apparently less than 25 exist,”
comments Paul Richardson, "1 like
the smooth power of the valve-in-
head straight-eight engine.
which I've owned since 1972,
requires very little gearshifting and
climbs hills with ease. It also cruises
effortlessly at legal speeds.”
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1932 Buick Series 90 Model 91 Club Sedan

Owner: Paul F, Richardson, M.D. of Baltimore, Maryland







equipment perk
rers.




Orwmer: Russ Jackson of Phoenix, Arizona

Late in 1933 Harlow Herbert “'Red”
Curtice had been appointed Buick
president. Formerly the dynamo at
AC, Curtice now became the spark
plug that pulled Buick out of its
Depression doldrums. Nineteen
thirty-six was the landmark year for
winsome new Buick styling courtesy
of Harley Earl and evocative names
for the various Buick series: Special
for the 40, Century for the 60, Road-
master for the 80, Limited for the 90.
While turning Buick into a solid
moneymaker, Curtice did not neglect
the carriage trade. That a clientele
able to afford any chassis upon which
to have custom coachwork applied
often chose the Buick is a tribute
both to the marque and the acumen
of its leader.

The Series 80 131-inch Roadmaster
chassis was selected by the original
owner of the 1937 Brewster
Limousine now owned by Russ
Jackson: *'I have always been partial
to Buicks. | drove a Super through-
out World War II from Army Air
Force base to base, This 37 Brewster
Buick is very special, the only one
built. Hypoid gears make the car easy
to shift, and this was the first year
for the steering wheel horn-ring."
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largely a silent partner
matters. The Darrin touc




General Motors itself commissioned
the Series 60 Dual Cowl Phaeton
from Maltby's Motor Works &
Garage, Ltd., a coachbuilding estab-
lishment in the English seaside resort
of Folkestone, Kent. Since 1936,
when the Redfern Saloon Tourer
with hydro-electric top was first
shown en a Buick chassis at the
Olympia Motor Show, GM had
apparently become quite interested in
Maltby's work. Putting the sporty
Saloon Tourer on the 126-inch Series
60 chassis was a natural since the
320-cubic-inch 140+ hp Buick
Century was arguably the hottest car
in America at the time. The result
was dynamite. Among those ogling
the Maltby Buick at the 1939 Inter-
national Automobile Show in Copen-
hagen was Carl Jensen, who was on
a reconnaissance mission to find
something *‘both modern and
distinctive’ for his employer, Danish
furniture manufacturer James Léve
Since the Léve garage already housed
three Buicks, chauffeur Jensen knew
he had found just the car for his
boss. General Motors® reluctance to
sell did not deter James Léve, and
ultimately he prevailed. During
World War II, the car was hidden for
the duration of the German occupa-
tion of Denmark. Following the

1939 Buick Series 60 Redfern Saloon Tourer, Maltby
Cuomer: Russell L. Creason of Franklin, Michigan

liberation, the Maltby Buick was back
on the road. Because its owner was a
personal friend of the Danish royal
family, the car was used on cere-
monial occasions by visiting heads of
state. Both General Eisenhower and
Winsten Churchill are believed to
have paraded in it. In 1966 James

Léve died and bequeathed the Buick
to his chauffeur. That same year Russ
Creason, on a visit to Copenhagen,
saw it for the first time, and three
years later had himself a wonderful
Christmas present. In December 1969
Carl Jensen agreed to sell him the

car.
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1940 Buick Series 70 Toummaster, Brunn

Had Cadillac not cried foul,
possibly more collectors would enjoy
ownership of a Buick like Daniel
Slowik’s. His was the prototype for
an ambitious custom program which
died aborning. Dan tells the sto
“*#As good as this era was for Buick,
characteristically, it was not quite
good enough for Buick's Harlow
“Red” Curtice, For the 1940 model
year he decided to go custom. First
he approached Cadillac and Fleet-
wood/Fisher asking for cooperation in
the supplying of bodies. The answer
was a resounding ‘no"—which might
have been expected. Buick Limiteds
were already making inroads into the
luxury-class territory which Cadillac
regarded as its private preserve in
General Motors. So Brunn &

Company of Buffalo, New York was
contacted. Brunn chose to work with
the 126-inch-wheelbase Roadmaster
chassis, which was a Series 70 this
year because of Buick's division of
the Limited into two individual
model lines. To revise the Road-
master Four-Door Sedan into a town
car, Brunn sectioned the roof just
behind the driver, with provision for
roof panels over the driving com-
partment (to be stored in the header
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behind the driver's seat) and a two-
piece sliding divider window
separating the driver and passenger
compartments. This sectioning made
necessary the relocation of the radio
antenna to the rear of the left front
fender. Stock 1940 Buick fender skirts
were used. However, a very
luxurious passenger compartment

Owner: Daniel |. Slowik of Berunm, ineds

was created featuring amenities from
hidden radios to overstuffed
cushions. The finished car was
exhibited at the Waldorf Astoria
during the New York Automobile
Show at the old Palace. It enjoyed an
enthusiastic reception, but the price
of $3,750 proved a deterrent to sales.
Buick officially named the Brunn the

The instrument panel in Dan Slowk's 1940 Buick Series 70 Townmaster, Brunn
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